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Reading Group on Bayesian Learning
John Cremin

Objective

This reading group will provide a forum for PhD students to explore the theory of Bayesian
learning, from the foundations of individual inference through to social and strategic settings.
Each participant will present and discuss a paper from the recent literature, situating it within
the broader literature.

Structure
The group meets for six 2-hour sessions over the semester.

Each session features two participant-led presentations of papers from the recent literature,
followed by discussion.

Each presentation should cover the paper’s research question, model, main results, the role
of the Bayesian framework, and the paper’s limitations and open questions.

Sessions are organised around four themes: individual learning, sequential social learning,
common learning, and strategic experimentation in the tradition of Keller, Rady, and Cripps.

A syllabus with the reading categorised by theme, with (non-presentable) seminal papers
providing context, shall also be provided.

Expectations
To validate the reading group, each participant must present one of the papers listed in the
references of this document.

Participants should choose a paper early in the semester and share it with the group in
advance.

All participants are expected to read the selected paper before each session—at least the main
text and statements of the results—so that they can actively engage in the discussion.

Participants are welcome to suggest additional papers connected to Bayesian learning that
they would like to present; suggestions can be discussed with the organiser in advance.
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