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Work in progress
The linking effect: causal identification and estimation of the effect of peer relationship
In this paper I propose a new causal framework to study the effect of peer relationships. Moreover, an identification
strategy based on unconfoundedness is provided for peer networks that are endogenously formed. Thanks to the nature

of network data, confounders can be inferred from the adjacency matrix, and therefore the identification does not

require the assumption that all confounders have been observed. The identification strategy suggests the use of



propensity score based estimators, which means estimation can be easily and flexibly done with existing statistical
packages. Finally, an empirical application on the effect of friendship is analysed.
Competitive Peer Effect — the Case of Duolingo

In this paper I study how language learner’s own learning effort is affected by the learning effort exerted by their randomly
assigned peers as well as the characteristics of these peers. I study this through Duolingo’s language learning platform.
Ongoing experiment on standardized language test
Joint with Dalila Figueiredo (EUI)
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